The Growth of Sudan Communications
Gordon, then Governor-General of the Sudaji, persuaded
the Egyptian Government to cease all further work.
" A railway/' Tie said, " was too exotic a plant to flourish
in the Sudan/*
The foregoing outline of the earliest project for the
development of railway communication in the Sudan
shows that the essential principles had then been grasped
which during the next fifty years were to govern railway
building in the country. To connect Khartoum with
Wadi Haifa, thus placing the capital of the Sudan within
easy reach of Cairo ; to provide an outlet for trade by
building a railway to the Red Sea ; to link up the western
provinces with the central line of communication ; to open
a route to the eastern Sudan and the Abyssinian border—
all these aims had been foreshadowed in the first great
scheme of railway development, but fifty years were to
pass before they were all attained.
There is no need here to recapitulate the events which
led to the campaign of 1896-1898 and the final reconquest
of the country. The story has already been told of the
Mahdi's rebellion ; of the fall of Khartoum ; of Gordon's
mission ; of the failure of the Belief Expedition and of
the final decision to abandon the Sudan.
In the Gordon Belief Expedition of 1884-1885 the short
length of railway that connected Haifa with Sarras played
a useful, if minor part. It circumvented the most difficult
part of the second cataract and a better use of it might
have changed the result of the campaign. Later in the
campaign, when the British forces were retiring northwards,
the railway did good work both in transporting the troops
and in carrying the thousands of refugees who were fleeing
from Dongola before the advance of the Dervish army.
During the spring and early summer of 1885 while the
question of abandoning or retaining the Sudan was still in
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